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certain particular subjects — notably Greek, Latin, and
mathematics — the various "faculties" of the mind can
be trained so as to result in its storing up "power77 for
application to all sorts of intellectual tasks.
We have previously seen (p. 165) that the general tenor of
Locke's Thoughts concerning Education would indicate that
he belongs to the group of early realists. There are also
elements in this work that look in the direction of sense
realism, and we shall later (pp. 216 ff.) find that many of his
ideas proved so suggestive and similar to the thought of
Rousseau that he has sometimes been classed among the
advocates of naturalism. But Locke's Thoughts, by which
his educational position is often exclusively judged, were
simply a set of practical suggestions for the education of a
gentleman, written for a friend as advice in bringing up his
son. They make clear his general sympathy with the
current educational reform, but do not bring out his main
point of view. His central thought becomes more defi-
nite through the philosophical principles formulated in
his famous Essay concerning the Human Understanding,
and through the intellectual training suggested in his other
educational work, Conduct of the Understanding, which
was originally an additional book and an application of
the Essay.
Disciplinary theory in mental, moral, and physical
training. — In these works Locke's underlying thought as
to the real aim of intellectual, moral, and physical training
would seem to be best summed up in the word " discipline,77
His educational attitude is a natural corollary of his philo-
sophic position. In his Essay he holds that ideas are not
born in one, but that all knowledge comes from experience.
The mind, he declares, is like " white paper, or wax/7 upon
which impressions from the outside world are made

